igi2\                   Luncheon with the Emperor

that a mild rapprochement between Austria and Russia has
resulted therefrom.

Berlin, I2th March, 1912.

JLast Saturday I lunched with the Emperor. I found him
quiet, looking tired but thinking only of going off. One
notices everything that's happening here displeases him. He
has no inclination to interfere and would rather be elsewhere.
He spoke to me about your war. He said, "One would
like peace, but both countries should want it equally and
this is not the case." He added that he would be having
an interview with your King in Venice. He finds it incredible
the English Cabinet took no precautions to prevent the
present strike as they were warned beforehand. He says
that there's still plenty of coal in Germany and nothing to
fear, None-the-less the coal industry in Germany is also
threatened with a strike but the Emperor doesn't seem to
envisage this possibility.

The Empress who looks perfectly ghastly is terribly worried
about this journey. She finds it unreasonable and only repeats,
"It's so far, so far." She's quite right. In fact there's con-
siderable confusion in the Palace. Each morning the Emperor
goes to the Chancellor's house, gobbles up a piece of cake
and has a glass of port and while he's smoking a cigarette
Heir Bethmann makes him acquainted with events. Apart
from this he sees no other ministers, and doesn't read the
newspapers. The morning is spent in comings and goings
and the afternoons at the Opera attending rehearsals of
pieces which he organises and arranges according to his own
taste. One tries to console oneself with the thought his
successor will be still more frivolous and that things will
be even worse than they are at present.

My daughter Betka who is in London writes me :  "Here
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